
Graduate Awards Ceremony - Schedule of Events 

11:00am – Welcome and Introductory Remarks 

                             Eric Wertheimer, Dean of the Graduate School 

                                                         Paul Goldbart, Provost 

11:15am – 12:30pm - Presentation of Awards 

12:30pm – Closing Remarks 

                                                         Eric Wertheimer, Dean of the Graduate School 

 

Dean's Alumni Association Leadership Award 

This award, initiated in 2011, is made possible through the generous support of the Stony Brook Alumni 

Association and its commitment to furthering the mission of the University by engaging all alumni and 

students to foster a lifelong intellectual and emotional connection between the University and its graduates. 

The award recognizes a graduate student who has demonstrated strong leadership abilities in engaging the 

graduate student community. 

Zared Shawver, Psychology 

Award presented by Robert W. Stafford '72, '82, Immediate Past President, SBU Alumni Association 

Zared Shawver is a Ph.D. candidate in the Cognitive Science program in the Psychology Department. 

Zared's dissertation investigates how mysteries in stories change the way people think while reading. 

 

Dean's Award for Excellence in Graduate Teaching by a Faculty Member 

The Excellence in Graduate Teaching Award recognizes faculty members for excellence and creativity in 

the classroom teaching of graduate students. Innovation in graduate curriculum development and 

implementation also will be considered. The nominee must have been a faculty member for at least three 

years at the time of the nomination. 

John Bailyn, Linguistics 

Award Presented by Lori Repetti, Linguistics 

John Frederick Bailyn is Professor and Graduate Program Director in the Dept. of Linguistics, specializing 

in grammatical theory and the mysteries of the word order systems of various languages, especially Russian. 

His graduate seminars cover syntactic hot topics such as “cartography”, “scrambling” and “islands and 

edges”. His hobbies include music, soccer, and travel. 

 

Dean's Award for Excellence in Graduate Mentoring by a Faculty Member 

The Excellence in Mentoring Award recognizes faculty members for the outstanding support of a graduate 

student, or graduate students, from course completion through research and placement.  

Kathleen Vernon, Hispanic Languages & Literature  

Award Presented by Daniela Flesler, Hispanic Languages & Literature 

Katy Vernon is an Associate Professor in the Department of Hispanic Languages and Literature. Her 

teaching and research focus on contemporary Spanish and Latin American cinema, literature and popular 

culture. 



 

Dean's Award for Excellence in Service by a Graduate Program Director (GPD) 

The Dean's Award for Excellence in Service recognizes outstanding service to graduate education at Stony 

Brook by a graduate program director (GPD). Criteria for selection may include provision of timely and 

excellent advice to graduate students about academic, registration, support and placement issues and/or 

generosity of time in working with graduate students. The nominee must have been a GPD for at least two 

years at the time of the nomination. 

Mary Rawlinson, Philosophy 

Award Presented by Robert Crease, Philosophy 

Rawlinson’s recent publications include The Betrayal of Substance: death, literature, and sexual difference 

in Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit (Columbia University Press, 2021) and Just Life: bioethics and the 

future of sexual difference (Columbia University Press, 2016). She previously won the Chancellor’s Award 

for Excellence in Teaching and the Dean’s Award for Excellence in Mentoring Graduate Students. 

 

Dean's Award for Excellence in Service by a Graduate Program Coordinator (GPC) 

The Dean's Award for Excellence in Service recognizes outstanding service to graduate education at Stony 

Brook by a graduate program coordinator (GPC). Criteria for selection may include provision of timely and 

excellent advice to graduate students about academic, registration, support and placement issues, or 

generosity of time in working with graduate students. The nominee must have been a GPC for at least two 

years at the time of the nomination. 

Theresa Spadola, English 

Award Presented by Jeffrey Santa Ana, English 

Theresa Spadola is the Graduate Program Coordinator for the English Department. Theresa earned her 

BA in Political Science & Sociology here at Stony Brook. She also holds her M.Ed. and was an elementary 

school teacher for 7 years before joining SBU in 2015. 

 

 

The Madeline Fusco Fellowship 

The Madeline Fusco Fellowship is made possible through an endowment established by Dr. Madeline 

Fusco, a former faculty member in the Department of Physiology and Biophysics. The fellowship is 

intended to assist women or minority graduate students who have advanced to candidacy but who need 

financial assistance to complete their dissertations. 

Stephanie Bonvissuto, Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies  

Award Presented by  

Mary Jo Bona, Women’s Gender, and Sexuality Studies 

Stephanie Bonvissuto is a Ph.D. candidate in the Dept. of Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies. Her 

dissertation research examines the mutually constituting relationships between all-gender spaces and 

transgender, gender nonconforming, and queer populations, focusing on how these sites may spatially 

provide them needed validation and legitimation in the public sphere. 

 

 



 

Stony Brook Foundation Board of Trustees Dissertation Completion Endowed Fellowship 

The Stony Brook Foundation Board of Trustees Dissertation Completion Fellowship will be awarded to 

one or more graduate students who have advanced to candidacy and are working on a dissertation that 

bears high scholarly promise but that might be delayed without financial assistance.   

Jessica Kim, Sociology 

Award Presented by Kathleen Fallon, Sociology 

Jessica Kim is a PhD Candidate in the Department of Sociology. Her dissertation evaluates how and why, 

despite an increase in the number of democracy-promoting international non-governmental organizations 

over the last several decades, democracy is on the decline. In doing so, she explores how global normative 

and organizational factors contribute to nations' tendency to adopt democratic policies, but fail to enact 

democratic practices. 

 

Katharine Thompson, Anthropology 

Award Presented by Katheryn Twiss, Anthropology 

Katharine Thompson is a Ph.D. candidate in the Interdepartmental Doctoral Program in Anthropological 

Sciences (IDPAS). Her dissertation research examines the socioeconomic and cultural drivers of illegal 

wildlife consumption and hunting in Western Madagascar. 

 

Faculty-Staff Dissertation Fellowship 

This award, initiated in 2006, is made possible through the generosity of Stony Brook faculty and staff who 

have contributed to campaigns to support graduate fellowships. The award is intended to assist a graduate 

student who has advanced to candidacy and whose research project requires fieldwork, archival work, or 

other research efforts requiring the student to be away from campus for an extended period  
Annu Daftuar, Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 

Award Presented by Nancy Hiemstra, Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 

Annu Daftuar is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies. Her 

dissertation research examines the surrogacy industry in India. Her work investigates the ways in which the 

Indian surrogacy industry has evolved after the Indian government banned foreigners from seeking 

surrogacy services in the country in 2015. 

 

John Marburger III Fellowship for Science, Engineering & Mathematics 

An endowment made in the memory of Dr. John H. Marburger, III, former president of Stony Brook 

University, director of Brookhaven National Laboratory, science advisor to President George W. Bush, and 

Vice President for Research at Stony Brook, provides funding support for women undertaking advanced 

graduate study in the physical sciences, engineering, or mathematics. 

Adelle Molina, SoMAS 

Award Presented by Janet Nye, SoMAS 

Adelle Molina is a Ph.D. candidate at SoMAS. Her dissertation research examines the physiology and 

ecology of blue crabs in New York by using physiological experiments, survey data, and statistical model 

simulations to investigate the populations’ status and exploring the underlying mechanisms that affect its 

response to climate change. 



 

John Dunn Excellence Award in the Life Sciences 

Established by colleagues and friends of John Dunn, Senior Scientist in Brookhaven National Laboratory’s 

(BNL) Department of Biology from 1972 – 2012, this award honors Dr. Dunn’s scientific 

accomplishments, mentorship and productive collaborations between BNL and Stony Brook University by 

promoting excellence among Stony Brook graduate students engaged in life science research at BNL. 

Kenneth Davidson, Ecology and Evolution 

Award Presented by Shawn Serbin, Ecology and Evolution 

Kenneth Davidson is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Ecology & Evolution. His dissertation 

research involves understanding and improving the representation of stomata in physiological models of 

plant leaves and canopies. He is an active collaborator in the Department of Environmental and Climate 

Science at BNL. 

 

Dedi Yang, Ecology and Evolution 

Award Presented by Shawn Serbin, Ecology and Evolution 

Dedi Yang is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Ecology & Evolution. His dissertation research 

examines climate change impacts on plant biodiversity, ecosystem functioning, and shrub expansion in the 

Arctic, by developing and utilizing multi-scale remote sensing technologies. 

 

Dorothy L. Pieper Award 

The Dorothy L. Pieper Award is presented to a student in the Master of Fine Arts program for an 

outstanding work of visual art. 

Heather Weston, Art 

Award Presented by Izumi Ashizawa, Art 

Heather Weston is a multidisciplinary artist who’s work over the years have dealt with the mourning 

process, grief, sociopolitical topics in gender and overall how she digests her immediate relationships and 

environments. Weston is an MFA candidate for the year 2022 and currently lives and works in NYC. 

 

 

 

President's Award for Excellence in Teaching by a Graduate Student 

The President's Award for Excellence in Teaching by a Graduate Student will be awarded to outstanding 

graduate student teachers. 

MaryBeth Apriceno, Psychology 

Award Presented by Sheri Levy, Psychology 

MaryBeth Apriceno is a doctoral candidate in Social and Health Psychology at Stony Brook University. She 

earned her BA in Forensic Psychology from John Jay College of Criminal Justice and her MA in 

Psychology from Stony Brook. Her research interests include ageism, and self-stereotyping with a 

concentration in quantitative methods. 

 



 

 

Jack Burkart, Mathematics 

Award Presented by Christopher Bishop, Mathematics 

Jack Burkart is a Ph.D. candidate in the Mathematics Department. In his dissertation, he examines the 

structure of fractal sets known as Julia sets, and finds examples with behavior that was previously unknown 

to occur. He enjoys teaching as a break from research and a way to help others. 

 

Moises Hassan Bendahan, Hispanic Languages & Literature 

Award Presented by Adrian Perez Melgosa, Hispanic Languages & Literature 

PhD candidate in Hispanic Languages and Literature, whose research focuses on the depiction and 

individual experiences of Asian American and Latinx communities in American comics. Through his 

Public Humanities Fellowship, he is implementing a workshop series for middle-school students which 

involves reading and creating comics. 

 

Delicia Kamins, Philosophy 

Award Presented by Robert Crease, Philosophy 

Delícia Kamins is a fifth-year doctoral student in Stony Brook University’s Philosophy department. Her 

research addresses episto-ontological issues that overlap between science and philosophy. Her dissertation 

proposes a new consideration of why “quantum shock” occurs. She has been teaching undergraduates for 

more than ten years; She loves every minute of it, and every student. 

 

Bernard Krumm, English 

Award Presented by Douglas Pfeiffer, English 

Bernard Krumm is a PhD Candidate in the English Department. His research interests include early 

modern literature, political philosophy, and political economy. His dissertation examines literary 

representations of economic regulation and its relationship to the broader issues of commonwealth, justice, 

and sovereignty in the period. 

 

Emma Talis, Applied Mathematics & Statistics 

Award Presented by Heather Lynch, Applied Mathematics & Statistics 

Emma Talis is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Applied Mathematics & Statistics. She works 

primarily in the field of mathematical ecology, using statistics, graph theory, and mathematical modeling to 

study the population and spatial dynamics of Antarctic penguins. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

President's Award to Distinguished Doctoral Students 

This award is made to graduating doctoral students in recognition of (1) the outstanding merit of the 

candidates’ dissertation and its research base; (2) the candidates’ exceptional contributions in service to the 

University; and (3) the unusual personal or social handicaps overcome in the completion of their doctoral 

studies. 

 Meghan Buckley, English 

Award Presented by Roger Thompson, English 

Meghan Buckley is a PhD candidate in the department of English. Her dissertation research emphasizes 

that ecology and physical setting play an integral role in contemporary American and Iraqi memoirs, blogs, 

and fiction about the Iraq War and produces a new pseudo-physical terrain that she terms the “warscape.” 

 

Xujia Chen, Mathematics 

Award Presented by Aleksey Zinger, Mathematics 

Xujia Chen is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Mathematics, working at the interface of symplectic 

topology, enumerative algebraic geometry, and string theory. Her dissertation establishes the long-

conjectured WDVV-type equations (recursion formulae) for real Gromov-Witten invariants in a variety of 

settings. 

 

Sebastian Dick, Physics & Astronomy 

Award Presented by Marivi Fernandez-Serra, Physics & Astronomy 

Sebastian Dick is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Physics & Astronomy. His dissertation research 

examines how machine learning can be used to improve density functional theory calculations, leading to a 

faster and more accurate in silico design of new molecules and materials. 

 

Sindhuja Tirumalai Govindarajan, Biomedical Engineering 

Award Presented by David Rubenstein, Biomedical Engineering 

Sindhuja Tirumalai Govindarajan received her Ph.D. in Biomedical Engineering in Dec 2020. Her 

dissertation research examined the structural changes in the brain associated with diminished cognitive 

performance in unimpaired young people with multiple sclerosis with the help of in vivo magnetic 

resonance imaging, advanced statistical and artificial intelligence methods. 

 

Jonathan Rawski, Linguistics 

Award Presented by Jeffrey Heinz, Linguistics 

Jonathan Rawski is a PhD Candidate in the Linguistics Department and the Institute for Advanced 

Computational Science. His work concerns the mathematics of language and learning. His dissertation 

studies the behavior of grammatical inference algorithms, uncovering precise computational conditions on 

successful language acquisition from limited data. 

 

 


